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INT'RODUCTORY NOTE 

THE following pages contain reproductions of some of Rembrandt's pamtmgs, 

drawings, and prints, selected from the collections of the !Vletropolitan l\1useum. 

The photographs were deliberately made to bring out the way in which Rembrandt 

drew with his brush, his pen, and his point. None of them have been retouched. 

The details, many of which are enlarged, do for the motions of his tool while 

drawing what "slow" moving pictures do for the motions of athletes. They reveal 

much that it is impossible to see in the originals under ordinary museum gallery 

conditions. That is w hy this book is called "The Unseen Rembrandt." 

Rembrandt Harmensz van R yn was born at Lei den in I 6o6 and died at Amster­

dam in I 669. He entered the university at Lei den in I 6 2 o but spent less than a 

year there. He then studied painting under Jacob van Swanenburgh for three years 

in Leiden, and under Pieter Lastman for six months in Amsterdam. In I 6 2 4 he 

returned to Leiden, where he studied a few months under Jan Pynas. Both Last­

man and Pynas had been much influenced by their friend Elsheimer, a German 

chiaroscurist resident in Rome. The earliest date on any of Rembrandt's work is 

I 6 2 6. 1:\vo years later Gerard Dou became his first pupil. 

In I 6 3 I Rembrandt moved to Amsterdam. For three years he lived in the house 

of the art dealer Hendrik van Ulenburch, whose relative, Saskia van Ulenburch, 

an heiress, he married in I 6 3 4· Of their children only Titus ( r 6 4 r -r 6 6 8) lived 

beyond childhood. Saskia died in I 642, after which Rembrandt had a liaison with 
Titus's nurse, Geertge Dircx, who left his house in I 649 and later died insane. 

In order to preserve his interest in Saskia's estate Rembrandt never married again. 

Hendriclcje Stoffels, a servant in Rembrandt's house, took Geertge's place in his 

affections and bore him several children. In I 6 53 Rembrandt had financial diffi­

culties. In I 6 s 4 Rembrandt and Hendrickje were called before the Church, and 

she was forbidden the communion. 

In I 6 56 Rembrandt was declared a bankrupt, and all his property was sold at 

sales in r 6 57 and I 6 58. From this time to the end of his life he was never out of 



the hands of his creditors. He may have been in England about r66r-r66z but 

otherwise seems not to have gone out of Holland. He is said in his youth to have 

told a friend that he "had no time to waste in travel. " Rembrandt died October 4, 

I 669. 

He had at one time a very large and important collection of prints, with particu­

larly fine Lucas of Leidens and i\llantegnas and many engravings after Raphael. 

Among the paintings in his collection were a Raphael, a Giorgione, and a Palma 

Vecchio. He also seems to have owned some Indian or Persian miniatures. 

WILLIA J\1 i\11. Ivi NS, ]R. 



LIS ~f 0 F PLATES 

P A l NT I NGS 

THE OBL E SLAV 

Bequest of lVillim11 K. Va17derbilt , 1920 

Detail of T H E N oB L E sLAv 

VOLKERA VA BERE STE lJ N 

Bequest of .Hrs. H. 0 . H ave'llleyer, 19 2 9 · 
The H. 0 . Hwve'llleyer Collectio'll 

Detail of V 0 L K ERA \'A N B 1,: RE ST F. I.J 

H E Ri\I A DOOI\L E R , T HE G ILD E R 

Bequest of .11rs. H . 0. H m:e'llleyer, 19 2 9· 
The H . 0 . H m.m11eyer Collectioll 

Detail of HER i\1 AN" D 0 0 1\ L 1·: R, T II E G I L DE R 

THE TOILET OF BATHSHEBA 

Bequest of Beuja'llli'll A lt'llla'll, 191 3 

Detail of THE TO IL ET OF B AT II S IIEB A 

PORTR A I T OF A i\ I AN 

Gift of H em y G. Jlarqllal7d, 1890 

Detail of PoRTR AIT oF A i\ t AN 

0 L D W 0 i\1 AN CUT T I G 1 [ E R A I L S 

Bequest of Be'llja'lllill Alt'lllan, 19 13 

Detail of 0 L D W 0 i\1 AN C 1.J T T I X G II E R A I L S 

FLORA 

Gift of Archer M. Hrmti'llgto'll , i11 'llle'lllory of his fath er, 
Collis Potter Hrmti'llgto'll, 1926 

Detail of FLO R A 
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THE ARTIST's SON TITUS 

Bequest of Benjamin Altman, 1913 

Detail of THE ARTIST's SON TITUS 

PORTRAIT OF A YOUNG MAN ("THE AUCTIONEER") 

Bequest of Benjamin Alt111an, 1913 

Detail of PORTRAIT OF A YOU G 1\IAN 

PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST 

Bequest of Be11ja711in Altman, 1913 

Detail of PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST 

HE DRICKJE STOFFELS 

Gift of Archer 1\1. Hu11ti11gton, in memory of his father , 
Collis Potter Humington, 1926 

Detail of HENDRICKJE STOFFELS 

THE SIBYL 

Bequest of Tbeodore Jl;J. Davis, 191 5· 
The Tbeodore M. Davis Collection 

Detail of THE s r n Y L 

HEAD OF CHRIST 

Bequest of Isaac D. Fletcher, 1917. 
The Mr. and i\ifrs. Isaac D. Fletcher Collection 

Detail of HEAD OF CHRIST 

1\IAN WITH A 1\IAG NIFYI TG GLASS 

Bequest of Benjamin Altman, 1913 

Detail of 1\IA WITH A 1\f AG N IFYING GLASS 

l\1AN WITH A BEARD 

Gift of Hemy G. Marqua11d, 1889 

Detail of MAN WITH A BEARD 
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DRAWINGS 

1\IA SEATED ON A STEP 

Bequest of 1\llrs. H. 0. H ave'llleyer, 19 2 9· 
The H. 0. Have'llleyer Collecti011 

JACOB AND RACH EL (probably by Rembrandt) 
Rogers F1md, 19 o 6 

TWO STU DI ES OF A WOl\lAN R EA DI NG 

Bequest of Mrs. H. 0. Have'llleyer, 192 9· 
The H. 0. H ave'llleyer Collectio11 

MAN L EA DI NG A CAl\ l EL 

R ogers Fund, 19 08 

LANDSCAPE WITH A BARN 

Bequest of M.rs. H. 0. H avemeyer, 19 2 9· 
The H . 0. Havem eyer Collection 

Detail of LA TDSCAP E WITH A BARN 

GROUP OF FA RM BUILDI NGS 

Bequest of lvlrs. H. 0. Have'llleyer, 19 2 9· 
Th e H. 0. H avem eyer Collection 

HOUSES BY THE WAT E R 

Bequest of Mrs. H. 0. H ave'llleyer, 192 9· 
The H. 0. H ave'llleyer Collection 

W 0 1\1 A H A G I N G 0 N A G I B B E T 

Bequest of Mrs. H. 0. H avemeyer, 19 29. 
The H. 0. H avem eyer Collection 

Detail of WOl\lA HANGING ON A GIBBET 

TOBIAS AND SARA 

R ogers Fund, 19 o 6 

Detail of TOBIAS AND SARA 

NATE-IAN ADl\10 TJSHING DAVID 

Bequest of Mrs. H. 0 . H avemeyer, 19 29. 
The H . 0. H avemeyer Collection 

Detail of NATHAN ADMONISHING D AV ID 
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PRINTS 

REJ\lBRA DT 'S 1\JOTHER (H. Ill ) 
Rogers Fu11d , 191 8 

Plate mnn ber 4 5 

Detail of VIEw oF A J\IS TE R DA J\1 (H . 17 6 11
) 

Bequest of Mrs. H. 0 . Havemeyer, 19 2 9· 
Th e H. 0. Have'llleyer Collection 

Detail of You J G l\1 A 1 N A vELvET cAP (1--r. r 5 1 11 
) 4 7 

Bequest of Mn. H . 0. H avemeyer, 19 29 . 
The H. 0. H ave7!leyer Collection 

Detail of l\lA J AT A D ESK , WEARING A C RO SS AND CHAIN (H. I 89'') 48 
Gift of H emy TValters, 191 7 

THE THREE TREES (H. 205) 49 
Bequest of 1\llrs. H. 0. Have7lleyer, 1929. 
Tbe H . 0 . H avemeyer Collectio11 

Detail of THE THREE TRE.ES (H. 205) 50 

CHRIST CA RRI E D TO THE TOJ\1B (H. 215) 51 
Dick Fzmd, 19 2 3 

Detail of CHRIST CARR I ED TO THE TOJ\lB (H. 2 15) 

JA N S IX (H. 228''') 
Gift of Felix Jll. TVarburg and his family, 1941 

Detail of J AN S IX (H. 228 ''' ) 

"THE HU TDR E D GUILDER PRI NT" (H . 236 11
) 

Bequest of Mrs. H. 0. H avem eyer, 19 2 9· 
The H. 0. H ave'llleyer Collection 

Detail of "THE HUNDRED GUILDER PRI NT" (H . 236 11
) 

C L U l\1 P 0 F TREES WITH A VISTA ( 1-l. 2 6 3'1
) 

Gift of G eorge Coe Graves, 19 20. 
Th e Sy l'lllaris Collectiou 

Detail of LANDSCAPE W I TH A RO AD BESlDE A CANAL (tl. 264) 
Bequest of Mrs. H. 0. Havem eyer, 19 29. 
The H. 0. H avemeyer Collection 
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Detail of THE BAT HERs ( ll. 2 5o") 
Gift of I-le11ry TValters, 191 7 

Plate 77'll717 ber 59 

Detail of LA D S CAPE W IT H S P 0 R T S 1\1 AN AN D D 0 G S (H. 2 6 5 11
) 

Bequest of Mrs. H. 0. Have111eyer, 19 29. 
The H. 0. Have111eyer Collection 

CH RIST PREACHI 1 G ("LA PETITE TOJ\IBE") (H. 256) 
Bequest of i\!lrs. H. 0. Have111eyer, 19 29. 
The H. 0. Have111eyer Collection 

Detail of CHIUST PREACHI 1 G (H. 256) 

THE THREE CROSSES (H. 270") 
Gift of Felix ,\1. TVirrburg and his fa'l!lily, 1941 

THE THREE CROSSES (H. 270"') 
Gift of Felix i\11. TVaTburg and his family, 1941 

Detail of TI-IE THREE C RO SES (H. 270Il) 

Detail of THE THREE C RO SSES (H. 270Tv) 

Detail of CHRIST AND HI S PARENTS RETURNING 

THE T.El\1 PLE (H. 2 7 8) 
Bequest of Mrs. H. 0. Have'll7eyer, 1929. 
The H. 0. Have111eyer Collectio11 
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62 
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Detail of CHRIST SEATED, DISPUTlNG WITH THE DOCTORS (H. 277 1
) 68 

Gift of I-I emy Hli:t lters, 19 2 3 

THE PRESENTATION I N TilE TEJ\JPLE (H. 279) 69 
Gift of Felix ,11. TTli:trburg m1d his fa'lllily, 1941 

Detail of THE PRES EN TAT 1 0 r I N T H E T E 1\ l P L E (H . 2 7 9) 7 0 

Detail of THEE TOJ\1131\IE TT (H. 281 1
) 7 r 

Gift of George Coe Graves, 19 20. 
The Sy lmaris C ollectio77 

Detail of ABRAI-IAl\l'S SAC RIFI CE (11. 283) 72 
Bequest of Ida Ka1111J1erer, 19 3 3, i77 7/lemory of 
Frederic Kam77terer, M.D. · 



CHRIST PRESENTED TO THE PEOPLE (H . 27 I 1
) Plate 7ZU71'lber 73 

Gift of Felix M. U7arburg and his family, 1941 

CHRIST PRESENT E D T 0 THE P E 0 P L E (H . 2 7 I vn) 7 4 
Gift of Felix M. Warburg and his family, 1941 

Detail of CHRIST PRESENTED TO THE PEOPLE (H . 27 11
) 75 

Detail of CHRIST PRESENTED TO THE PEOPLE (H. 27 rvll) 76 

Detail of JACOB HAARI G (THE "oLD HA A RING") (H . 2 87 11
) 

Bequest of Mrs. H. 0. H avemeyer, 19 2 9· 
The H. 0. Havemeyer Collection 

Detail of THOl\IAS JACOBSZ HAARING (THE "you G HAARI G") 

77 

(H. 288 1
) 78 

Bequest of Mrs. H. 0. Have111eyer, 1929. 
The H. 0. Havemeyer Collection 

THE AGONY IN THE GARDEN (H . 293) 
Gift of Felix M. TiVarburg and his family, 1941 

Detail of THE AGONY IN THE GARDEN (H. 293) 

79 

8o 

Detail of WOMAN AT THE BATH, WITH A HAT BESIDE HER (H . 297 11
) 8I 

Rogers Fund, 1917 

Detail of WOl\[AN BATHING HER FEET AT A BROOK (H. 298 1
) 

Gift of David Keppel, 19 1 7 

Detail of NEGRESS LYING DOWN (H . 2991I) 
Bequest of Mrs. H. 0. Havemeyer, 19 2 9· 
The H. 0 . Have711eyer Collection 

Detail of l\IA SEATED ON THE GROUND (H. 22 I ) 

Gift of H e11ry Walters , 19 2 3 



PLATES 



I. THE NOBLE SLAV. 6o Ys X 43 % inches. Dated 16p. 



2. Detail of TH[ NOBLE SLAV. ctual size. 



3· \'OLKERA VA T BERESTEIJ~. 44 x 35 inches. Dated 16p. 



+ Detail of VOLKERA VAN BERESTEIJN. Actual size. 



5· HERi\IA 1 DOOMER, THE GILDER. 29 78 X 21 % inches. 
Dated r64o. 



6. Detail of HERMAN DOOMER, THE GILDER. Actual size. 



7· THE TO IL ET OF BATHSHEBA. 22 ;/z X 30 inches. Dated 1643· 



8. Detail of THE TOILET OF BATHSHEBA. Actual size. 



9· PORTRAIT OF A 1\IAN. p ;Ys X 25 % inches. Dated 1645. 



10. Detail of PORTRAIT OF A MAN. Actual size. 



I I. OLD WOMAN CUTTING HER NAILS. 49 Ys X 40 Ys inches. Dated 1648. 



12. Detail of OLD WOMAN CUTTING HER NAlLS. About % actual size. 



I 3· FLORA. 39 Ys x 36 Ys inches. Painted about I 650. 



r 4· Detail of FLoRA. About % actual size. 



15. THE ARTIST's soN TITUS. p Ys x 23 %6 inches. Dated r655· 



r6 . Detail of THE A RT I ST's ON T LTus. Actual size. 



17. PORTRAIT OF A YOUNG i\IAN ("THE AUCTIONEER") . 

42 ~ x 34 inches. Dated r6s8. 



r8. Detail of PORTRAIT OF A YOUNG MAN. Actual size. 



19. PO R TRAiT OF THE ARTIST. 3l lS X 26 \lz inches. Dated r66o. 



zo. Detail of PORTRAIT ot• THE ARTIST. Actual size. 



zr. HE~DRICI JE STOFFELS. 30 % x 2 7Ys inches. Dated r66o. 



22. Detail of HENDRICKJE STOFFELS. Actual size. 



23. THE SIBYL. 38 Y2 X 30 % inches. Painted about 1660. 



24. Detail of THE SIBYL. Actual size. 



25. HEAD OF CHRIST. 18 ;;.\ X 14 ~ inches. Painted about 1660. 



26. Detail of HEAD OF CHRIST. Actual size. 



2 7 . J\IA~ W I T H A 1\ t AGN I F Yl NG GL.ASS . 36 X 29 Y-4 inches. 

P ainted about r662- 1665 . 



28. Detail of MAN WITH A MAGNIFYING GLASS. Actual size. 



29. i\rAN w r TH A JH: A RD. 28 /$ x 25 ;!; inches. D ated 1665. 



30. Detail of l\IA~ WITH A BEARD. ctual size. 



3r. 1\IA T SEATED o"" A STEP. Actual size. 



32· JACOB A r o RACH EL (probably by Rembrandt). 6~ x 10Yl6 inches. 



33· TWO STUDIES OF A WOMAN READING. Ctual size. 
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3+ J\lA:'\ LEADL:--'G A cA ,\I EL. Actual size. 
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35· LANDSCAPE WITH A BARN. 6o/-t X ro 1} '1n inches. 



36. Detail of LAXDSCAPE \\'ITH A BARx.£nJarged about 2 ~4 times. 



37· G IWUP OF FA R M BU I L DI NGS. Actual size. 



Actual size. 
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A G IBB ET. A ctual size. 



40. Detail of WOi\lAN HA TGING ON A G IBB ET. Enlarged about 2 % nmcs. 
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TOBTAS A , 41. D SARA. Actual size. 
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43· A THAN ADJ\IONI S H t lG mches. l , G DAVID. 7Y-t X 91:;/ . 



44· Detail of XATHAX AD\IOXISHIXG DA\' ID. Enlarged about 3 nmes. 
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45· RE;-..1BRAi"DT ' s MOTHER (H. 111
). About twice actua l size. Made in 1628, 

the earliest date to appear on any of Rembrandt's plates. 
In that year he was twenty-two. 



46. Detail of VIEW OF A !\lSTERDA ,\1 (rr. 176u) . bout twice actual size. Done m 16+o or earlier. 



47· D etail of YOUNG i\IAN IN A VELVET CA P (H. 1)1 11
). E nlarged about s ~i nmcs. 

Done in 163 7, when Rembrandt was thirty-one. 



48. Detail of 1\I AN AT A D ESK, WI~ A RT NG A C R OSS AN D C II A I N ( 1-r. 189"). E nl arged about 6Yz nmes. 
Done in 16+ 1, when R embrandt was thirty-five. 
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49· T H E T HR EE T R EES ( H. 205). 8/s x 1o1'Y,G inches. Done in 164 3, w hen R embrandt was thirty-seven. 



50. Detail of THE THREE TREES (H. 205). About twice actual size. 



jl. CHRIST CARRIED TO THE TO .\JB (H. 215). ctual size. 

A lade about 16+5, when Rembrandt was thirty-nine. 



52. Detail of CHRTSTCARR II·: DTOTHETO ,\TB (1-1. 215). Enlarged about 16 Yz times. 



53· J A::\ SIX ( 11 . 228" 1
). Actual size. D one in 16.p, when R embrandt w as forty-one . 



54· Detail of JAN srx (H. 228m). Enlarged about 7Yz times. 



55· "T H E H UN DR E D GUILDER PRI NT" (H. 236n). 10 1%6 X 15 1h inches. 
Presumably finished about 1649, when Rembrandt was forty-three. 



s6. Detail of "THE HU I DRED GUILDER PRINT" (H. 236!1). Enlarged about 8 times. 
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57· CLUMP OF T R EES W I TH A V I STA (H. 263II). Actual size. 
Done in 16p, when Rembrandt was forty-six. 



s8. Detail of LA).'DSCAPE \\"ITH A ROAD BESIDE A CAXAL (H. 264). Enlarged about zYs times. 

Presumably done in the same year as "The Vista," on the opposite page. 
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6o. D eta il of LAND l SCAPE W I TH SPO . .__...-p R1SJ\IAN A 
resumably done b ND DOGS (l-1 26 u) E a out I6 53, when Re b . 5 . ~ nlarged about 31 . m randt was fort . 3 1s t11ncs. 
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61. C HRI ST PREACHI 1 G ("LA PETITE TOMBE") (H. 256). Actual size. 
Presumably done about 1 6 52, when Rembrandt was forty-six. 



62. Detail of CH RI ST PR E AC HING ( 1-T. 256). E nlarged about r :y,j tlmes. 



63. THE THREE C RO SSES (H. 270 11
). Second State. l)YJ.G X 1 7~ inches. 

Done in 16 53, when Rembrandt was forty-seven. 



64. THE THREE C ROSS ES (H. 270'v). fourth State. 15 X 1 7~~G inches. 



65. D etail of T H E T HR EE c R oss~<:s ( H . 2 70 11
) . Second state. E nlarged about 1 Ys times. 



66. Detail of THE THREE C R OSS I·: s (H. 270'v). Fourth state. En larged about 1 ~~ tunes. 



67. Detail of CH RI ST AN D HIS PARENTS R E TURNING FROM THE TEi\IPLE (H. 278). 
E nlarged about 2 Yz times. Done in 1654, when Rembrandt was forty-eight. 
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68. Detail of CHRIST SEATED, D!SPUT!:'\'G WITH T H E DO CTO RS ( H. 277'). 

En larged about 2 Yz times. A lso done in 1654. 



69. THto: PRI~ SENTATION IN THE TL\tPLE, in the dark manner ( 1-1 . 279). A ctual size. 
Presumably done about 1 6 54, when Rembrandt was forty-eight. 



70. Derail of THI·: PRI·: SE:-.:TATJo:-.: 1:-.: TilE TE ,\lPLE (H. 279). Fnlarged about 7 Y4 times. 



7r. Detail of THE ENTOMBME 1 T (H. 281'). Enlarged I % times. 
Presumably done about r654, when Rembrandt was forty-eight. 



72. Detail of ABRAHAJ\I's SACRIFICE (H. 283). About twice actual size. 
Done in r655, when Rembrandt was forty-nine. 



73· CHR IST PRESE;-..tTF.D TO THE PEOPLE (H . 271'). first State. 15 Ys X 17 X inches. 
Done in 165 5, when Rembrandt was forty-nine. 



7 + CHRIST PRES E :\TED TO THE PEOPLE (H. 271"11
) . Se\·enth State. 13:1-1 X q 1 ~1H inches. 



75· Detail of CHRIST PRESENTED TO THE PEOPLE (r-r. 271 1
). first state. En larged about I % nmes. 
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76. Detail of CHRTST PRESENTED TO THE PEOPLE (1-1. 27rv11
). Seventh state. Enlarged about r % tunes. 



77 · Detail of JACOB HAARING (THE "oLD HAARING") (H. z8i' ). Enlarged about z :X nmes. 

Done in r65 5, when Rembrandt was forty-nine. 



78. D etail of T H O M AS J ACO B S Z H AA RI ;-.;'G (T H E "youNG H AA RL NG") ( 11. 288'). 

E nlarged 3 Ys times. Also done in r655· 



79· THE AGONY I?\' THE GARDEN (H. 293). 

Actual size. Done about 1 6 57, when Rembrandt 
was fifty-one. 



So. Detail of THE AGO~Y r~ THE GARDE~ (11 . 293). Enlarged about 4 times. 
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8 1. D etail of \\' 0 .\l AX AT T H E BAT H , WITH A HAT B ES ID E H E R ( 11. 297" ). l•:nlarged abo ut 2 Y4 times. 

D one in 165 8, when R embrandt w as fifty- two . 



82. Detail of WOi\IAN BATHI.:-.IG li i::R FI::ET AT A BROOK (H. 298 1
). Enlarged about 2 ~ times. 

Also done in 1658. 



83. Detail of NEGRESS LYING DOWN (H. 2991!). Enlarged about 2 ~ times. Done in 1658, \\·hen Rembrandt was fifty-two. 



8+ Detail of 1\IAN SEATED ON THE GROUND (H. 2:n). About twice actual size. Done in r646, when Rembrandt was forty. 





O F THI S BOOK 2 , 000 C OPI ES W E R E PRI NTE D 

IN J A I UA RY , 194 2 

GE OR GE G R A DY PR ESS, NEW YORK 
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