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This beautifully produced volume is the first to survey 
the Metropolitan Museum's world-renowned collection 
of European furniture. One hundred and three superb 
examples from the Museum's vast holdings are fea­
tured. They originated in workshops in England, 
France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Austria, 
Russia, or Spain and date from the Renaissance to 
the late nineteenth century. A number of them 
belonged to such important historical figures as Pope 
Urban VIII, Louis XIV, Madame de Pompadour, and 
Napoleon. The selection includes chairs, tables, beds, 
cabinets, commodes, settees and sofas, bookcases 
and standing shelves, desks, fire screens, athéniennes, 
coffers, chests, mirrors and frames, showcases, and 
lighting equipment. There is also one purely decorative 
piece, a superb vase made for a Russian noble family 
who, according to one awestruck viewer, "owned all 
the malachite mines in the world." The makers of 
some of the objects are unknown, but most of the 
pieces can be identified by label, documentation, or 
style as the work of an outstanding European 
designer-craftsman, such as André-Charles Boulle, 
Thomas Chippendale, David Roentgen, or Karl 
Friedrich Schinkel. 

Museum curators Danielle O. Kisluk-Grosheide, 
Wolfram Koeppe, and William Rieder discuss the his­
tory and significance of these objects, incorporating 
information gleaned from new research and conser­
vation studies. The most important techniques of 
furniture making and decoration are also described— 
veneering, marquetry, joining, gilding, and inlay, 
among others—and a glossary offers additional 
information on these and many additional aspects of 
the craft. In the introduction, Danielle O. Kisluk-
Grosheide discusses the history of the Museum's 
collection. Her entertaining essay is accompanied by 
historical photographs from the Museum's files and 
views of several of the Museum's period rooms. 

(continued on back flap) 
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Foreword 

Visitors to the European Sculpture and Decorative Arts galleries and period rooms at 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art enjoy one of the finest collections of European furniture 

in the world. The curatorial staff of the department as well as outside specialists research 

and regularly write about these objects in essays for scholarly journals and exhibition 

catalogues, and the new information reaches the general public by way of wall labels, 

websites, and audio tours. Yet neither the collection as a whole nor a selection of its most 

interesting pieces has ever been the subject of a significant publication. 

This eagerly awaited volume presents 103 superb pieces of furniture. Every aspect of 

these Museum objects is examined, from their craftsmanship to their collection history. 

The works are of many types and styles, but all were chosen for their exceptionally high 

level of quality. Most are of French, English, German, or Italian origin, reflecting major 

areas of departmental strength, but there are more than a few outstanding examples from 

other countries as well. They range in date from the Renaissance, through the collection's 

high point in the eighteenth century, to the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

The three authors of this volume—Danielle O. Kisluk-Grosheide, Wolfram Koeppe, 

and William Rieder—have long experience of this collection, as their numerous publica­

tions listed in the bibliography attest. All three began their careers at the Museum during 

the time when James Parker, who died in 2001 and to whom this volume is dedicated, 

was the principal curator of furniture in the department. 

It is a pleasure to recognize the role played in the genesis of this book by my predeces­

sor, Olga Raggio. She supervised the acquisition of many of the objects discussed here, 

and her expertise was a valuable resource for the authors. In the field of decorative arts, 

curators work closely with conservators and scientists. The contributions of members of 

the Departments of Objects Conservation and Scientific Research are gratefully acknowl­

edged. New photography is an important element of this book. Joseph Coscia, Jr.'s images 

reveal to the reader not only the beauty of the furniture but also the intricacies of each 

piece's fabrication. Multiple views and details are an invaluable aid to comprehending 

furniture's many aspects. Accordingly, a CD-ROM of supplementary images has been 

added to this volume—for the first time in a Museum publication. None of this would 

have been possible without the approval of Director Philippe de Montebello, whose insis­

tence on excellence set the standard for this as for all projects in the Museum. 

As the introductory chapter documents, the Metropolitan's European furniture collec­

tion reflects the taste and generosity of a number of private collectors, beginning a century 

ago. One of the guiding lights of its formation and enrichment, Mrs. Charles Wrightsman, 

remains an inspiration to and active supporter of the department. Through the Friends 

of European Sculpture and Decorative Arts, under the presidency of Frank R. Richardson, 

she and a number of other collectors generously subsidized some expenses of this publica­

tion. Another "Friend," Andrew Augenblick, made an additional gift. The authors and 

the department are grateful to all of these supporters for making possible the publication 

of this splendid and timely book, which we hope will be the first in a series on the depart­

mental collections. 

Ian Wardropper 

Iris and B. Gerald Cantor Chairman, 

European Sculpture and Decorative Arts 


