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Preface

A Finding List, or place catalogue, of all the objects mentioned in the

book has been prepared by Charlotte R. Clark, Assistant Curator of

the Egyptian Department, and will appear in Part II. With this list the

visitor and student will be able to find in the current arrangement of

the Egyptian rooms the objects described and starred in the text.

IN THE YEARS which have elapsed since the pub-
lication, in 1911, of the first edition of the
Handbook of the Egyptian Rooms, the collec-
tion of Egyptian antiquities in the Metropoli-
tan Museum has been more than doubled in
size and, thanks largely to the work of the Mu-
seum’s Egyptian Expedition, has gained im-
measurably in quality and historical impor-
tance. Today it comprises some thirty-five thou-
sand objects, representing more than thirteen
millenniums of human development and over
thirty centuries of recorded history.

The vast majority of these objects have come
to the Museum, not as stray pieces of bric-a-brac
picked up here and there, but as well docu-
mented and closely integrated testimonials of
the life, tastes, and thought processes of one
of the most interesting and attractive peoples
of the ancient world. Since to treat them from
any other point of view would detract immense-
ly from our understanding and enjoyment of
them, they are presented in this publication,
not according to the temporary positions which,
as exhibits, they occupy in our galleries and
study rooms, but according to their permanent
places in the cultural and historical develop-
ment of the people who produced them. The
rather bleak brevity appropriate to books of
this class has been sacrificed in an effort to recre-

ate the settings in which these works of art
and craftsmanship were made and to chronicle,
however cursorily, the events which determined
the nature of these settings. Conversely, by tak-
ing time to interpret, explain, and interrelate
the meanings and purposes of the individual ob-
jects, we have attempted to draw from them the
story which they themselves have to tell us of
life in ancient Egypt. In the picture presented
the emphasis, naturally, is on those periods and
phases which are illustrated by, or have a di-
rect bearing on, the pieces in the Metropolitan
Museum. Since, however, our collection is not
only large but also, on the whole, well balanced,
this picture is reasonably complete and undis-
torted.

The approach to Egyptian art employed here
is a historical one. Armed with a knowledge of
the background and purpose of the objects, the
visitor or reader will inevitably discover for
himself the true, the good, and the beautiful in
what he sees. This is as it should be; it is the
only honest and enduring basis for the enjoy-
ment of a collection such as ours, wherein we
find, in addition to pieces instantly recognizable
as works of art, many others of a preponderant-
ly utilitarian or ritual nature, the artistic merit
of which must always remain a matter of in-
dividual opinion.
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Most of the material in every Egyptian col-
lection has survived to the present day because
it happened to be buried in the tombs of the
dead. In the past, needless accent has been
placed on the funereal circumstances in which
objects have been found and on such lugubri-
ous exhibits as mummies, mummy wrappings,
coffins, and the like. The natural result has
been that many people have come to regard a
collection of Egyptian antiquities with either
the morbid curiosity or the instinctive distaste
normally reserved for the contents of a morgue
and the Egyptians themselves as an essentially
gloomy race of people, obsessed with thoughts
of death. Actually, in spite of the fact that they
come from tombs, over ninety per cent of the
works of art and fine craftsmanship in the Mu-
seum’s Egyptian Department reflect no such
preoccupation with death, but only the intense
interest in life characteristic of an industrious
and cheerful people most of whose waking hours
were spent in their fertile fields or charming
gardens or on the placid waters of their beloved
river.

A further tendency — fostered chiefly by
barnstorming, archaeological charlatans, mem-
bers of various “oriental” cults, and journalists
with a flair for sensationalism—to attribute to
the farmer people of ancient Egypt mysterious
and sinister funds of hidden lore and all man-
ner of supernatural powers has led to the
growth of a series of absurd superstitions re-
garding them, their possessions, and the excava-
tors of their tombs and temples. That no repu-
table Egyptologist nor any intelligent, well-in-
formed person subscribes to these grotesque the-
ories hardly needs saying. The answer to such
nonsense lies squarely in the collection before
us and in the many other fine collections of
Egyptian antiquities in America, Europe, and
Egypt itself. Let us therefore embark upon our
study of the ancient Egyptians with no precon-
ceived notions regarding them, allowing the
works which their hands and minds created to
speak for themselves.
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To expedite the publication of this book and
to facilitate its use the material is dealt with in
two parts. The present volume takes us from the
origins of Egyptian culture in the Old Stone
Age to the collapse of the Middle Kingdom in
the eighteenth century s.c. The second part will
be devoted to the rise and development of the
New Kingdom and to the later periods of Egyp-
tian history. The division is not an arbitrary
one, for during the last seventeen hundred years
preceding the Christian era Egypt was con-
fronted with problems and subjected to influ-
ences undreamed of in the Old and Middle
Kingdoms, and the kaleidoscopic picture which
emerges during these centuries is markedly dil-
ferent from that which went before.

Every member of the Department of Egyptian
Art from its creation in 19o6 to the present day
has had a hand, knowingly or unknowingly, in
the compilation of this work and in the classifi-
cation of the collection which it describes.

Our principal debt is to Albert M. Lythgoe,
Herbert E. Winlock, and Ambrose Lansing,
who, as successive Directors of the Egyptian Ex-
pedition and Curators of the Department, not
only have built up the collection by their bril-
liantly conducted excavations and carefully con-
sidered purchases but also have supervised its
cataloguing and installation and published
much of it in an interesting series of books and
articles.!

Under the direction of Arthur C. Mace the
Museum’s excavations at el Lisht were inaugu-
rated and carried on for many years—to the en-
richment of the collection and our knowledge
of ancient Egypt during the Middle Kingdom.
To Norman and Nina de Garis Davies and
Charles K. Wilkinson we owe a splendid series
of line and color copies of Egyptian tomb paint-
ings and to Mr. Davies many fine books and
treatises on the tombs and their decoration.
Walter Hauser’s surveys, plans, and architectu-
ral drawings are invaluable to an understand-
ing of' the Theban necropolis and other sites

1See the Bibliography, pp. gg5 ff.
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explored by the Museum in Upper Egypt and
the oasis of el Khargeh. The work of H. G.
Evelyn White in the monasteries of the Wady 'n
Natrin will long be remembered by students of
Christian Egypt. For many years the Egyptian
Expedition was fortunate in having as its pho-
tographer Harry Burton, and our great file of
Expedition negatives is a monument to his out-
standing ability in the field of archaeological
photography. Others, including James Brewster,
Henry A. Carey, H. R. Hopgood, George Howe,
and Gouverneur M. Peek, have contributed
their talents to the Museum’s work in Egypt,
and no small portion of the success of the Ex-
pedition is attributable to the skill and devotion
of our Egyptian foremen, Hamed Mohammed
and Gilani Suleyman.

In the Museum, Caroline Ransom Williams
has left in the Department’s catalogue and in a
number of its publications the mark of her great
knowledge and impeccable scholarship. A sub-
ject index of the collection, painstakingly com-
piled by Marjorie Haff, has proved of inestima-
ble assistance in the preparation of the present
work. Special studies on Egyptian costumes and
kindred subjects by Bernice M. Cartland have
been frequently consulted and found to be both
interesting and useful.

All the current staff of the Egyptian Depart-
ment has helped directly in the production of
the book. It owes its present form to careful
supervision and editing by Ambrose Lansing,
Curator of Egyptian Art, and Ludlow Bull,
Associate Curator and editor of all the Muse-
um’s Expedition publications. I have especially
to thank Dr. Bull for many valuable suggestions
on the writings of the Egyptian and Arabic
proper names occurring throughout the book.

Charlotte R. Clark, in addition to preparing

2 The coffin of the Count’s Daughter Nebet-hat, from
Mir (acc. no. 11.150.15 A). See page 315.
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the Finding List, has given me the benefit of
her long and intimate acquaintance with the
collection. Nora E. Scott has generously allowed
me to consult her valuable notebooks on the
daily life of the ancient Egyptians and her in-
dices of our thousands of scarabs and seals.
Dorothy W. Phillips not only has prepared
much of the final typescript but also has checked
the whole publication for errors and drawn up

lists of proper names which have formed the
basis of its indices. Sally Mather Gibson has un-

selfishly devoted much of her time to the tedious
job of making clean copies of many of the
chapters.

The line drawings in the text are by Lindsley
F. Hall, Senior Research Fellow in Egyptian
Art and a former member of the Egyptian Ex-
pedition. In addition to his meticulous accuracy
and outstanding ability as a draughtsman, Mr.
Hall brings to his work a familiarity with the
subject matter which is the result of more than
thirty years’ experience in the field of Egyptian
art. An adaptation by Lawrence Longley from
the eye panel of a coffin of the Twelfth Dynasty?
has been used for the jacket and the cover.

To the skill and unfailing patience of Edward
J. Milla, Museum Photographer, and his col-
league Thomas McAdams we owe the great ma-
jority of the photographic illustrations. Those
taken in Egypt are from Expedition negatives
made chiefly by Harry Burton.

The final editing of the book has been in the
capable hands of Agnes Peters of the Museum’s
Publications Department.

Much of the historical material contained in
Chapters IX-XI and XVI was submitted in its
present form for the projected new edition of
volumes I and II of the Cambridge Ancient His-
tory, and is reproduced here by generous per-
mission of the Syndics of the Cambridge Uni-
versity Press.

WiLLiam C. HAYES

New York, N. Y. October 19, 1946
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|. The Land of Egypt

“Egypt is the land watered by the Nile in its course.”1

RisiNe IN THE lake country of equatorial Africa,
the White Nile winds its way northward until at
Khartam it is joined by the Blue Nile from the
Abyssinian highlands. Two hundred miles
downstream the great river receives the waters of
the last of its tributaries, the Atbara, and for the
remaining seventeen hundred miles of its jour-
ney to the sea is without a tributary stream or
any other source of water supply. Between Khar-
tim and Aswan, on the old southern boundary
of Egypt, the course of the river through the
rugged surface formations of the Stiidan and the
tawny sandstone of the Nubian desert is inter-
rupted at six points by bars of hard, crystalline
rock; and in these places the normally placid
stream tumbles through narrow gorges in turbu-
lent rapids, or “cataracts.” At Edfu, sixty-eight
miles north of Aswin, the Nile emerges from its
narrow bed in the Nubian sandstone and enters
the mighty valley which, long before the time
of man, it had carved out in the limestone table-
land of northeast Africa. One hundred and forty
miles south of Cairo the valley cliffs give way to
flat, open country, relieved here and there by
small mesas and interrupted on the east side of
the river, just south of Cairo by the high lime-
stone scarp of the Mukattam Hills. In the last
stage of its journey the Nile, forking a few miles
below Cairo, today follows two diverging chan-

nels through the rich alluvium of its own delta
and enters the sea through two widely separated
mouths, at Damietta on the east and Rosetta on
the west. Ancient authors list seven principal
mouths of the Nile2 and five lesser mouths, all
named after delta towns which once stood beside
the now unused watercourses.

Each year the Blue Nile, swollen by the spring
rains and melting snows in the Abyssinian up-
lands, pours a vast volume of water into the main
stream, and the great river slowly rises along its
whole length and floods its alluvial plain in a
regular annual inundation. At Memphis, the
site of the ancient capital, a few miles south of
Cairo, the initial rise of the river can be detected
during the latter part of July, and by early Sep-
tember the inundation has reached its height. It
is to this natural phenomenon that Egypt owes
its existence, for in the midst of almost rainless
deserts the Nile flood has for millenniums not
only made arable the land along its banks but
actually created this land through its yearly de-
position of fertile silt.

[1] Ancient oracle of the god Am@in (Herodotos 11. 18).

[2] From east to west the Pelusiac, Tanitic, Mendesian,
Phatnitic, Sebennytic, Bolbitinic, and Canopic mouths.
‘The Phatnitic and Bolbitinic arms of the Nile appear to
have corresponded with the still existent Damietta and
Rosetta branches.
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Thus, except for the wide delta plain, the
habitable area of Egypt consists solely of two
long and very narrow strips of alluvial soil along
the river’s edge, flanked on either side by the
barren rock walls of the ancient valley and,
above and beyond the valley, by equally barren
deserts.

The Libyan Desert, on the west, is for the
most part flat and open, marked here and there
by low, rolling hills and by constantly shifting
lines of sand dunes. From north to south, roughly
parallel to the Nile Valley, runs a row of widely
separated fertile depressions, or oases, many of
them inhabited from time immemorial. Of these
the most interesting to us is el Fayyim, a great
expanse of Jush greenery bordering an ancient
lake, which lies only a few miles west of the
river some fifty miles south of Cairo. The Fay-
yam and its lake, the Birket Kartn, are fed with
water from the Nile by a canal, called the Bahr
Yuasuf, which enters the oasis through an ancient
channel at Hauwareh. Far to the south, in the
latitude of Esneh and eighty miles from the Nile
by the shortest caravan route, lie the great oasis
of el Khargeh with the ancient capital city of
Hibis and, forty-three miles west of this, the
neighboring oasis of ed Dakhleh.

On the east the Arabian Desert, mountainous
and shot through with deep wadys, or dry water-
courses, presents a formidable barrier between
the Nile Valley and the Red Sea. The chain of
very ancient hills which forms the north-south
backbone of this barren and rugged terrain and
which rises to a height of seven thousand feet
above sea level, is rich in crystalline rocks; gran-
ite, gneiss, diorite, schist, breccia, and porphyry.
An ancient caravan route, leaving the Nile Valley
at Koptos on the twenty-sixth parellel of lati-
tude, winds eastward through the mountains to
the Red Sea ports of Wady el Gasits and Kosseir;
and midway along this route, in the Wady el
Hammamat, lies one of the principal quarries of
the dynastic Egyptians, whence they extracted a

hard, dark gray stone used for statues and
sarcophagi.
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The topography and climate of the country
have changed relatively little during the five
thousand years of Egypt’s recorded history. It
is apparent, however, that at the beginning of
the historic period and, indeed, well down into
dynastic times desert conditions in northeast
Africa were not nearly so severe as at the present.
Records of the first historic dynasty, about 3200
B.C., indicate that at that time the present-day
deserts still provided pasturage, however, scanty,
for large herds of cattle; and accounts of hunting
expeditions of much later date show that lions,
wild bulls, and other game were still fairly plenti-
ful in the wastelands on either side of the Nile
Valley.

In the valley itself, and to an even greater
extent in the Delta, much of the terrain was
swampland and jungle, covered over large areas
by pools and vast papyrus thickets and infested
by hippopotami, crocodiles, and other aguatic
life. The organized effort required to transform
such country into farmland and to provide irri-
gation for the land so reclaimed was, as we shall
see, a dominant factor in the early and rapid
growth of Egyptian civilization.

Although united politically throughout most
of its history, Egypt, as has been indicated, is not
geographically a unit, but consists of two princi-
pal parts. Upper Egypt comprises the long, nar-
row river valley, from the First Cataract to the
ancient city of Memphis, thirteen miles above
Cairo. Lower Egypt includes the broad Delta
of the Nile and the extreme northern end of the
valley. The Egyptian has always been keenly
aware of the fundamental duality of his country.
In antiquity it was called “the Two Lands,”
and its ruler was referred to as “the King of
Upper and Lower Egypt.” Originally the distinc-
tion between the north and the south was not
merely geographical but included racial, cul-
tural, and religious differences; and even today
a $a‘di, or Upper Egyptian, when seen among
the people of the Delta, is conspicuous by his
accent, his clothing, and his physical appearance.

Both Upper and Lower Egypt seem to have
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been settled by a number of different groups of
African peoples, who entered the country one by
one and established themselves in various lo-
calities along the valley and in the Delta. This,
perhaps, was the origin of many of the units of
Egypt’s later cultural and political organization,
the “nomes,” or provinces, of which ancient
sources list twenty-two in Upper Egypt and

I. THE LAND OF EGYPT

twenty in Lower Egypt. In the study which is to
follow we shall have occasion again and again
to refer to the nature and internal organization
of the nomes, for the existence of these originally
independent and isolated small communities
was predominantly responsible for the many and
diverse elements which we shall encounter in the
life, religion, and politics of ancient Egypt.
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Periods, Cultures, and Principal Sites of Egyptian Prehistory

LOWER AND MIDDLE PALAEOLITHIC
¢Abbasiyeh, Clifts at Thebes, el Khargeh Oasis, etc.

UPPER PALAEOLITHIC I

Kom Ombo Basin (Sibil I), el Khargeh Oasis, el Fayyum
and south Delta areas

UPPER PALAEOLITHIC II
Kom Ombo Basin (Sibil II), el Fayyiim and south Delta areas

FINAL PALAEOLITHIC OR MESOLITHIC
Kém Ombo Basin (Sibil III), Helwan, Wady ‘Angabiyeh

NEOLITHIC

SOUTHERN EGYPT

Tasian Culture
Deir Tasa, Mustagiddeh

NORTHERN EGYPT
el Fayyum “A” Group

Kom Washim, Kasr el Sagheh, Dimai

West Delta Culture
Merimdeh Beni Salameh

Helwan Culture
el ‘Omari

CHALCOLITHIC

Badarian Culture
el Badari, Hemamiyeh; Nubia

Early Predynastic Culture (‘Amratian,

el ‘Amreh, Nekadeh, Ballas, Hu, Abydos,
el Mahasneh, Hemamiyeh; Nubia

Middle Predynastic Culture (“Amratian
-+ Gerzean)

Sites in general same as for Early Predynas-

tic Culture

el Fayyum “B” Group
Dimai, Kasi Kariin, Khasmet ed Dib

[Early Predynastic Culture (Early
Gerzean)(?)]
Middle Predynastic Culture (Gerzean)

Gerzeh, Harageh, Abu Sir el Melek

Predynastic Culture of el Ma‘ady

Late Predynastic Culture (Late Gerzean)
(Kingdoms of Upper and Lower Egypt)

HISTORIC PERIOD (From Dynasty I)

—_—

Before 12,000 B.C.*

12,000-8000 B.C.

8000-6000 B.C.

Begins 5ooo B.C.

4000-3600 B.C.

3600-3400 B.C.

$400-3200 B.C.

Begins 3200 B.C.

* The dates throughout are rough approximations, with the probable margin of error decreasing

as the historic period is approached.



I1. Prehistoric Egypt

1. Palaeolithic Man in the Nile Valley

MANY THOUsANDs of years before the dawn of
recorded history, at a time corresponding rough-
ly to the Mindel-Riss interglacial period in west-
ern Europe, hunters of the Palaeolithic, or Old
Stone, Age, made their appearance on the banks
of the Nile. Tracking the herds of wild game
across the then grassy and well-watered plains of
northeast Africa, these men followed the lateral
tributaries of the Nile to the great river itself and
camped either on the edge of the plateau over-
looking the Nile gorge or on the marginal ter-
races which the river was then in the process of
forming within its ancient valley. Today we find
embedded in the gravels of these terraces or scat-
tered over the present high desert adjoining the
valley on both sides the crude stone implements
of these early hunters.

During the Lower, or early, Palaeolithic
phases of man’s development the types of imple-
ments left on the Nile terraces and on the ad-
joining desert surfaces are the same as those
prevalent not only throughout the whole of
North Africa but also throughout most of west-
ern Europe. The implied expansion of the same
cultural groups along both shores of the Medi-
terranean Sea was probably accomplished by way
of Gibraltar, where the narrow strait would have
presented no insurmountable obstacle to their
passage back and forth between the two con-
tinents.

The Palaeolithic *flint implements! in the
Museum’s collection (fig. 1), though altogether
similar to examples discovered in the gravels of
the Nile terraces, come actually from the surface
of the plateau above the cliffs of western Thebes,
their deep brown patination bearing evidence to
their centuries of exposure to the elements. They
consist of natural flint nodules, or “cores,”
chipped to shape by oblique blows from a ham-
merstone. The chips sheared off the two convex
sides of the implements were large and few in
number.

The most characteristic form is the coup de
poing, or hand axe, a triangular or oval imple-
ment tapered at one end to an edged point and
finished at the other with a thick, rounded butt
designed to fit comfortably into the palm of the

[1] A star symbol is used, as here, throughout the text to
designate objects owned by the Museum and recorded in
the Finding List. The phrasing in the text and the phras-
ing of the entries in the Finding List always correspond
very closely, but not always exactly. For more than half the
references in the text, the star appears in front of the first
word used in the entries; often, however, it is placed on a
later but more significant word, e.g., model of a %sistrum,
lower half of a seated *kstatuette, or one of the tall granite
*columns from Sahu-Ré&®s mortuary temple.

As the reconstruction program of the Museum, now in
progress, will result in many changes in gallery numbers
and in installation, the Finding List for the present
volume has been postponed. A complete Finding List for
the Museum’s entire collection of Egyptian art will be
issued with Part II.
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FIGURE 1. Palaeolithic flint implements from
western Thebes. L. 314-7 in.

hand. The uses to which this single implement
could have been put are many and various—
cleaving, chopping, scraping, sawing, skinning,
and stabbing—and it is not surprising that for
thousands of years it was the favorite tool and
weapon of the Palaeolithic hunter.

The flakes sheared off in the process of making
the larger tools and weapons were often adapted
for use as small scrapers, knives, and punches.
With time the striking of such flakes from cores
specially prepared for the purpose became the

principal method of producing stone imple-
ments. Though exceedingly deft practitioners
of their simple craft, the Palaeolithic implement-
makers had not yet reached the stage where they
were interested in refinements of shape and sur-
face achieved in later times by retouching, grind-
ing, and polishing.

By Middle Palaeolithic times northeast Africa,
including Egypt, had begun to evolve flint tech-
niques of its own, and the Upper, or late, Palae-
olithic period is characterized by a general break-
down of the cultural homogeneity which had
previously existed throughout the whole of the
Mediteiranean area. It was during the latter
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period in Egypt that an increasingly arid climate
first began to make it more profitable for men to
forsake the nomadic life of the open plains and
confine their activities to the vicinity of the river.

Farthen hearths and heaps of kitchen refuse,
marking the sites of Upper Palaeolithic settle-
ments or camps, have been found on the ancient
beaches of the Nile and on the shores of prehis-
toric lakes and swamps aleng its course. These
kitchen middens are composed of shells of edible
mollusks, fish and animal bones, discarded uten-
sils of bone, ivory, and stone, ashes, and general
rubbish.

The flint implements characteristic of these
sites tend from the first to be small and of numer-
ous specialized types and end by becoming so
minute as to justify the term “microliths” ap-
plied to them. Little saw-toothed blades, iden-
tified as sickle flints, and crude stone mills
equipped with grinding stones suggest that
cereal grains, either wild or cultivated, formed
part of the diet of Upper Palacolithic man in
Egypt. His knowledge and use of the bow and
arrow are attested by numerous arrow tips in
flint, ivory, and bone.

Pottery vessels were apparently not yet pro-
duced intentionally, but the hard pottery crusts
formed by the heat of cooking fires on the inner
surfaces of the clay hearths may have given birth
to the idea.

In contrast to the fine artistic creations of con-
temporary man in Europe, none of the Upper
Palaeolithic sites in Egypt has as yet yielded a
single decorated object; but, in view of subse-
quent developments, it would be unfair to con-
demn the Nile-dweller of this period as stolid
and unimaginative on the basis of the very scanty
evidence now available.

2. The Mesolithic Period, or Middle Stone Age

The Middle Stone Age is so sparsely and ques-
tionably represented in Egypt that no clear pic-
ture of it has as yet emerged. Groups of large

2., THE MESOLITHIC PERIOD

flint implements from the Wady es Sheikh, in
Middle Egypt, have been compared to those of
the Mesolithic culture of Campigny, in northern
France, but this association seems now to have
had no valid basis. The few remaining imple-
ments of Mesolithic age reflect a continuation
of the small flake and blade industry of the final
stage of the Late Palaeolithic culture and show
almost no connections with the implements pro-
duced by the earliest Neolithic peoples. In fact,
it is probable that the latter, whom we may with
some justification call “Egyptians,” were not
related to their predecessors of the Old and
Middle Stone Ages. Furthermore, it will become
apparent that among the Neolithic and Chalco-
lithic peoples themselves we must recognize a
quantity of different cultures and several differ-
ent ethnic strains.

3. The Neolithic Period, or Late Stone Age2

The Neolithic period is one of the great mile-
stones in human history. It was at this time in
Egypt, as elsewhere, that man adopted his pres-
ent settled mode of life, turned to agriculture as
his chief means of livelihood, domesticated ani-
mals and used them to his own advantage, built
houses for himself and his family and grouped
those houses together to form more or less per-
manent towns, started producing pottery vessels
in which he prepared, served, or stored his food
and drink, learned to weave linen cloth and to
make rush baskets and mats, and, by careful re-
touching, grinding, and polishing, elevated the
making of stone implements to a fine art.

It was probably to the farmer people of this
period that Egypt owes the initiation of the vast
project of land reclamation, artificial irrigation,

[2] Dr. Baumgirtel (Cultures of Prehistoric Egypt, pp. 14-
18) has challenged the use of the term “Neolithic” in con-
nection with Egyptian prehistory and relégated the Fay-
yim, west Delta, and Helwan cultures to Middle or Late
Predynastic times. See, however, the works of Junker,
Scharff, Huzayyin, Menghin, Caton-Thompson, Debono,
and others listed under Prehistory in the Bibliography.
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FIGURE 2. Neolithic objects from the west Delta.
L. 134-23/ in.

and control of the yearly inundation which
thenceforth, down to the present day, has so
extensively occupied the government and people
of the Nile Valley. To acquire and maintain
arable fields for his crops the early farmer was
faced with the necessity ol draining great ex-
panses of swampland, protecting the newly won
land from reflooding by the construction of
dikes, and at the same time, providing for its
irrigation by the creation of co-ordinated sys-
tems of basins, canals, ditches, and wells. Such
a task could not be accomplished by private or
individual enterprise, but called for the con-
certed efforts of communities of people working
together in highly organized groups. So it was

FIGURE 3. Neolithic objects from the west
Delta. H. 134-314 in.
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that from the very outset of their settled existence
the people of Egypt were forced to develop the
extraordinary talent for organization which
more than any other single factor was responsible
for the dominant position enjoyed by their
civilization among the nations of the ancient
Near East.

The material culture of the Late Stone Age is
represented in the Museum’s collection by *ob-
jects from the Neolithic settlement at Merimdeh
Beni Salameh, on the western edge of the Delta
(figs. 2, 3). Outstanding among the stone imple-
ments from this site are the polished celt, or axe,
the pear-shaped mace head, and the intricately
chipped winged arrow heads. A small replica of
the axe, pierced with a hole, was probably worn
about the neck or wrist as an amulet. The quern
and grinding stone, the flint sickle blades, and
the wheat grains clearly betoken a bread-eating
farmer people; the bone awls and spatulae indi-
cate the existence of industries requiring small,
specialized tools; and the clay spindle whorls
show that already thread was being spun for the
making of cloth. The crude pottery vessels, of
coarse, brown Nile clay, consist almost entirely
of deep, bulbous bowls roughly shaped by hand
and unevenly fired. The bowl with the well-
developed spout is of especial interest, as is also
the fragment with a row of incised vertical lines
—a feeble, but none the less real, attempt at
decoration.

A group of *flint implements from the north-
ern edge of the Fayyim depression (fig. 4) illus-
trates the skill of the Neolithic implement-
maker. In addition to the delicately worked
arrow tips, scrapers, saws, and sickle flints, we
meet for the first time the long lance head and
the large, curved knife, henceforth the most
popular and certainly the finest of the prehis-
toric implements produced in Egypt. A polished
*adze blade (see fig. 4) comes from the oasis of el
Khargeh, one of the outposts of Neolithic culture
in the Libyan Desert.

Late Neolithic cemeteries near Deir Tasa, in
Middle Egypt, not only have added greatly to
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our knowledge of the material culture and physi-
cal characteristics of the contemporary inhabi-
tants of that portion of the Nile Valley but have
given us an illuminating picture of the burial
customs and funerary beliefs of the Egyptians
of this remote age. As in all subsequent periods
of ancient Egyptian prehistory and history, the
burial practices of the Tasian people point
clearly to their belief in a life after death, a life
which they evidently regarded as similar in most
respects to their everyday existence on earth.
In contrast to the earlier Neolithic peoples,
among whom the more primitive practice of
house burial prevailed, the Tasian buried his
dead in cemeteries along the edge of the desert,
some distance away from his habitations. The
grave was an oval hole a few feet deep, in which
the body, covered with skins, matting, or cloth
and occasionally with a leather pillow under the
head, lay curled up on its side as if in sleep. Some
of the bodies were enclosed within rectangular

4. THE NEOLITHIC PERIOD

hampers of sticks, matting, or skins stretched on
frames—forerunners of the coffins of later pre-
historic and historic times. That the deceased
might enjoy the use of his worldy possessions in
the afterlife, these were grouped about him in
the grave: brown and gray-black pottery bowls
containing stores of food and drink, black pot-
tery beakers with elaborate incised decoration,
alabaster and limestone palettes on which eye
and face paint were ground, ivory bracelets,
beads of bone and ivory and shells pierced for
stringing as bracelets and necklaces, little carved
ivory cosmetic spoons, bone and shell fishhooks,
mills for making wheat flour, polished stone axes,
and sickle blades, knives, saws, and scrapers of
flint.

Although, judging from the few intact skulls

FIGURE 4. Neolithic stone implements from the
Fayytim. Adze blade from the Oasis of el Khar-
geh. L. 1-43/4 in.
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found, the broad-headed, square-jawed Tasians
differed in physical type from the later prehis-
toric people of Egypt, the form of burial seen at
Deir Tasa—the shallow grave, the contracted
position of the body, and the types of objects
placed in the grave—remained the standard
throughout the rest of Egyptian prehistory and
for common folk well down into the dynastic
period; and the ideas on death, immortality, and
the life after death to which these late Neolithic
graves already bear witness were held by the
people of Egypt throughout the whole of their
ancient history and were responsible, directly or
indirectly, for the creation and preservation of
the majority of the works of Egyptian art which
have survived to the present day.

4. The Cultures of the Chalcolithic Period

The last and best-known era of Egypt’s prehis-
tory has been given the convenient, if somewhat
arbitrary, name Chalcolithic, or Copper and
Stone, Age—a period during which stone was
still the principal material used for tools and
weapons but small copper implements also were
beginning to be produced. In this period, which
extended from the end of the Neolithic Age to
the time just preceding the dawn of recorded his-
tory, we can discern in Egypt two main cultural
developments: a southern culture, largely of

FIGURE 5. Chalcolithic pottery from el Badari.
H. 41%-5 in.
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African origin and affiliations, and a northern
culture, closely associated with those of the
Mediterranean and Asiatic regions to the north
and east of Egypt.

5. The Badarian Civilization

Settlements and cemeteries of the earliest of the
southern group of Chalcolithic cultures have
been found in the neighborhood of el Badari, in
Middle Egypt, and remains of this ‘“Badarian”
civilization occur in numerous places through:
out Upper Egypt and Nubia. EI Badari itself lies
just south of the Neolithic site of Deir Tisa,
and, in spite of notable differences, it would
seem that the Tasian and Badarian finds repre-
sent nothing more than an earlier and a later
stage of the same culture.

Physically the Badarians were of the type
which we have come to recognize as characteris-
tically Upper Egyptian: lean, lightly built men
of medium height, with long, narrow heads,
brown skins, dark wavy hair, and exceedingly
sparse beards. An agricultural and pastoral peo-
ple, their unwarlike nature is attested by the
complete absence from their graves and settle-
ments of any save hunting weapons. Of their
religion we know little; it is evident, however,
that they believed in the efficacy of amulets in
the form of animal heads, which they wore in
the hope of attaining the courage, strength, cun-
ning, or swiftness of the animal represented, and
that they held particular animals—an individual
dog or jackal, an ox, a sheep, or a goat—to be
sacred and buried them with full honors in
cemeteries next to their own.

Of the numerous highly developed industries
to which the Badarian graves and settlements
bear witness, the outstanding was the manufac-
ture of fine, thin-walled *pottery vessels, chiefly
bowls (fig. 5). The exteriors of the better and
more characteristic examples are finished with a
burnished slip or a curious over-all rippled pat-
tern, probably produced by a comb of some sort.
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5. THE BADARIAN

CIVILIZATION

The larger classes of pottery are the solid black,
the black-topped brown, and the black-topped
red wares. The black in every case is carbon, pro-
duced by subjecting the whole or portions of a
pot of red or brown ware to the action of dense
smoke. The existence at this period of a polished
red pottery uniformly fired all over indicates
that the potter’s kiln had already been invented.
In addition to the finer wares, common house-
hold pottery of smooth and of rough brown ware
is also found. A group of polished red *bowls
and two black-topped *jars found by the Mu-
seum’s Egyptian Expedition at Hierakonpolis,
in Upper Egypt, are probably also to be classed
as Badarian.

Besides making his excellent pottery vessels,
the Badarian had probably learned to hollow
out and shape vases of stone, a craft at which
the ancient Egyptian was soon to prove himself
a past master. The few “Badarian” stone vessels
found, however, are not certainly dated and
may belong to a later period.

FIGURE 6. Chalcolithic jewelry from el Badari

From the tusks of the hippopotamus and the
African elephant the Badarian fashioned him-
self fancifully decorated spoons and combs,
handsome little cylindrical vases, and crude, but
by no means inept, statuettes of women—the
last unquestionably placed in the graves to serve
as companions to the deceased. The facility with
which ivory, always a favorite material of the
Egyptian artist, lends itself to the production of
attractive works of art is demonstrated by a com-
parison of these statuettes with the infinitely
coarser clay and pottery figures produced by
both the Badarians and the later Predynastic
peoples of Egypt.

The slate cosmetic palettes on which for cen-
turies the prehistoric Egyptians ground mala-
chite and galena for use as eye paints first ap-
pear, in a simple rectangular form, at el Badari,
supplanting the alabaster and limestone palettes
of the Neolithic period seen at Deir Tasa.
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FIGURE 7. Predynastic black and black-topped
red pottery. H. 31/-7 in.

Bone continued to be used extensively for
small implements, such as needles and awls; but
a copper pin and a copper bead found in a
Badarian cemetery form definite, if not very
extensive, evidence that the Egyptian at this
time either understood or was in contact with
people who understood the smelting and work-
ing of metal.

It was in their *jewelry (fig. 6) that the people
of this time made perhaps their most notable
advances. Besides assembling the ever popular
strings of small shells, the Badarians carved and
drilled necklace, bracelet, and girdle beads of
various hard stones and had even discovered how
to make and apply a vitreous glaze to soft, luster-
less materials like steatite, thus achieving very
passable imitations of beads cut from semipre-
cious stones. In view of the very important part
played by glaze, faience, and glass in all later
periods of Egyptian art, the interest of this
earliest appearance of an artificially produced
vitreous substance can hardly be exaggerated. Its
discovery probably resulted from the accidental

fusing of ordinary quartz sand in the heat of a
desert campfire, and its advantages were prob-
ably not recognized until the chance combina-
tion with a copper compound gave the glaze the
much admired greenish blue color which in its
various shades resembles turquoise, beryl, and
green feldspar.

The contents of the Badarian graves make it
clear that even at this early period the peoples
of Upper Egypt did not live in primitive isola-
tion, but had established numerous cultural con-
tacts and were carrying on a lively trade with
people of other districts and even of other coun-
tries. Elephant ivory was probably imported
from the south, shells from the Red Sea coast,
turquoise from Sinai, and copper from the
north; and it has been suggested that the stone
vases may have been made in the Delta region
and traded up river.

6. The Predynastic Culture of Upper Egypt

The culture which in Upper Egypt and Nubia
developed out of the Badarian civilization, al-
though displaying no very great material ad-
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vances, is nevertheless of major importance and
interest to the student of Egyptian art. The Pre-
dynastic Egyptian lived and was buried in a
manner similar to that of his Badarian ancestor,
and the kinds of objects found in his settlements
and cemeteries are very much the same as those
prevalent during the preceding period. For us
the important differences are that in Predynastic
times the Egyptian began to use his rapidly de-
veloping ability to carve, model, draw, and paint
to an infinitely greater extent than before and
that, of the countless decorated objects produced
by this new artistic exuberance, a very large num-
ber have been preserved to us.

Of these none illustrates the new tendency so
well as the huge corpus of pottery vessels recov-
ered from the numerous Predynastic cemeteries
and settlements of Upper Egypt and Nubia.
Although this pottery has been conveniently
divided into several classes—black-topped red,
solid black, polished red, and red with white line
decoration—it is all the same ware: a brown river
clay with a dark red slip burnished by rubbing
with a smooth pebble. The small black *vases
and the upper parts of the much admired black-
topped red *jars (fig. 7) were purposely black-
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ened by carbonization, a method employed solely
to obtain a desired color effect; for the even
firing of pottery vessels in a kiln of some sort had
been known and practiced for centuries. The
solid black vases shaped with sharp-edged, flat
rims and small lug handles are adroit imitations
of the contemporary small stone jars carved in
black basalt (fig. 15).

The plain, polished red *pottery displays, in
addition to numerous conventional forms, a
great variety of odd and amusing shapes, prod-
ucts of the fancy of the individual potter. The
Museum’s examples include oval flasks, double
vases and bowls, strange U-shaped jars, vessels
in the forms of birds and animals, and a bow